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Martin Luther King Day Service Project 2008
In his fight for civil rights, Dr. King inspired Americans to think beyond themselves, look past differences, and work toward equality. Serving side by side, community service bridges barriers between people and teaches us that in the end, we are more alike than we are different.
These ideas of unity, purpose, and the great things that can happen when we work together toward a common goal – are just some of the many reasons we honor Dr. King.   David Eisner, chief executive officer of the Corporation for National and Community Service, said, "Martin Luther King said, 'Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve.' We honor the life and legacy of Dr. King by doing things that help others and strengthen communities."
Maine Letters from Kids
~building peaceful bridges between nations~

Key Participants: 
Maine Students in 4th to 7th Grade

Primary Goal/Objective: 
To supply letters from students in Maine to students in Iraq as a means of building peaceful bridges between our cultures for the future (see request from Lieutenant Richard Blackwell on page 2).  
Suggested topics include: hobbies, school activities, sports, family, home life, etc.  The letters should not include potentially controversial topics (e.g. religion, politics, etc.).

Secondary Goal/Objective: 
For Maine students to study, discuss, and/or reflect upon the principles of nonviolent action as a strategy for bringing about stronger communities.  This can be done in as little as one class period, and is applicable to the Maine State Learning Results for language arts and civic engagement.
Project Timeline: 
January 20 to January 24 students compose letters.  
January 25 letters are dropped off at a collection site or mailed directly to the address on page 2.
January 28-30 letters are received from collection sites and schools.

January 30-31 letters are packaged and mailed to Richard Blackwell in Iraq.

Please submit by January 25, 2008 as the last package will be mailed to Iraq on January 31.  
Guidelines: 

*Each letter should be submitted in the student’s best penmanship on an 8 ½ by 11 single sheet paper.  *Please DO NOT FOLD letter or put in an individual envelope.  
*Schools/Groups should submit all letters in one envelope if possible.  
*Student info should be limited to first name and age.  Class photos may be submitted with parental         and school approval.  

*Maine students should not anticipate return letters from the Iraqi children. 
Collection Points:  
Schools/Groups can mail letters directly to:

Maine Conservation Corps

Attn: Jo Hersom

124 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0124

Or drop off at one of the following collection sites:
	United Way of Eastern Maine

Bangor
	Monday-Friday

8AM-4:30PM
	Contact: Meredith Eaton

(207) 941-2800 ext. 207

	United Way of Greater Portland

Portland
	Monday –Friday

8:30AM-5:00PM
	Contact: Kala Stenehjem or Karen Stephenson

(207) 874-1000 ext. 312 or 318

	United Way of Midcoast Maine

Bath
	Monday-Friday

8:30AM-5:00PM
	Contact: Maria Hinteregger

(207) 443-9752 ext. 20

	Seniors Plus

Lewiston
	Monday-Friday

8:00AM-5:00PM
	Contact: Joel Biron

(207) 795-4010 ext. 128


From: Richard Blackwell 

Subject: School letters

 Friends and Family,

As an American soldier I am provided with more than I need to do my mission.  Even on our most austere forward operating bases in Iraq, we live a life that is over-indulgent compared to the population around us.  In fact, this season my team of soldiers asked our friends and families to send school supplies for the Iraqi children instead of care packages for us.   Now there is something you could do that would mean even more. 
It is important for the children here to know that American kids care about them.  If you have any way to get letters from 4th-7th grade boys and girls, I can get them translated and delivered to schools with the school supplies we have already received.  To Iraqi children who have never seen a TV, all Americans are men who get out of big armored trucks and walk around with guns.  They don't even grasp the concept of American children existing.  A letter from an American kid would go a long way in building a peaceful bridge between our two nations for the future.  
I think we have a chance to make a difference.

1LT Richard Blackwell

Camp Ramadi

Richard Blackwell was born and raised in Maine.  He is a graduate of Erskine Academy and of Wake Forest University.  The above letter is an excerpt from his recent email to Friends and Family in Maine. While serving his 2nd tour of duty in Iraq he recognized this community need.  Through a family connection with Maine’s AmeriCorps community this need will be addressed through the 2008 MLK Day service project.

Project partners include:  Maine Commission for Community Service, Maine Conservation Corps, Volunteer Maine VISTA Project, and other community and education groups.

For more information contact:  Christy Monroe at christy.monroe@maine.gov or 287-1588.


